Audio Describing Video and Multimedia

Questions When Evaluating An Audio Description Vendor

Materials to provide to the vendor

· Storyboards/script

· ¾” U-matic tape with matching elements and code

· visible time code, upper third, keyed (no box)

· matching time code on address track

· audio channel 1 = program audio, mono mix

· audio channel 2 = audible time code

· Time-coded DAT (Digital Audio Tape) with matching elements and code

· Stereo program audio

· 48 kHz sampling rate

Quality Control Checklist

· Check the script for:

· Timing

· Continuity

· Accuracy

· Pronunciation

· Flow

· Keep these stylistic elements in mind:

· The narrator should not be as dramatic as the program

· The narrator should be professional, not an amateur reader

· The pauses should not be completely filled in 

· Action should not be anticipated by the narrator

· Scene changes should be indicated clearly and consistently

· Characters should be identified by both name and relationship 

· The narrator should only explain sounds that are mysterious after describing the context of the scene

· The voice should be that of a storyteller, not of an announcer

· Only selected program credits should be read

