Time & Cost Considerations Matrix

	Type of Captioning
	$/hr. video
	Hours to caption 1 hour of completed video

	Timed Roll-Up
	$400-600
	8-12

	Pop On
	$700-1000
	16

	Live or real-time Captions
	$150-550
	NA


1. General cost considerations

a. How much lead time can you provide the captioning vendor?  Less time may mean higher cost.

b. Do you plan on multiple or high quantity orders? The vendor may offer bulk discounts.

c. Can you provide a script in electronic format?  This reduces workload on the captioners.

d. How complicated/technical/specific is your subject matter?  A video that uses unusual words or phrases requires more time for a captioner to understand what is being said.  

e. What media do you want the final product in?  Typically, VHS and Beta cost slightly less than DVD or Digital formats.

2. Determine how much of your projects will be live and how many will be prerecorded

a. LIVE event price factors

· If an event can be taped live, then redistributed on videotape, it is cheaper to caption during the live event instead of sending the recorded version to be captioned

· They also program frequent words and phrases into a customized dictionary, which can increase time spent on the project.

· Will the event be completely scripted or use a teleprompter?  If so, consider:

· Repurposing the electronic audio script for captions

· Purchasing a hardware or software solution to format captions using the script

b. PRE-RECORDED video price factors

· Does the video subject matter or audience require pop-on captions or will roll-on captions suffice?

